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T is for Texas 

 
Twanda’s Theatre on Wheels   Performance  
                                                             Grades EC-1  
 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE 
Boys and girls will pack their bags, boots, and cowboy hats and will travel with Twanda to see lots of things in 
Texas, from A to Z. The adventure will be filled with music, character puppets, props, and movement too. We will 
leave pantomiming a happy tune, “The Eyes of Texas are upon you”. 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         

 
 

Music Theatre Science Lang. 
Arts 

Math Social 
Studies 

The Students Will: 
*Demonstrate good audience etiquette. 
*Practice positive speaking and listening skills. 
*Demonstrate reading comprehension skills. 
*Engage in original writing. 
 

K K.5, 6 K.4, 5 K.6 K.1, 2, 5, 6, 10, 11 K.1 K.11, 12 

 
Academic Vocabulary: 

Texas * Our state, the second largest in both population and area. 
 

Lone Star *Texas is nicknamed "The Lone Star State" to signify its former status as an independent 
republic, and as a reminder of the state's struggle for independence from Mexico. The 
"Lone Star" can be found on the Texas state flag and on the Texan state seal. 
 

“The Eyes of Texas 
are Upon You” 

The spirit song of the University of Texas. Lyrics: 
 
"The Eyes of Texas are upon you, 
All the livelong day. 
The Eyes of Texas are upon you, 
You cannot get away. 
Do not think you can escape them 
At night or early in the morn -- 
The Eyes of Texas are upon you 
Til Gabriel blows his horn." 
 

Mockingbird Texas State bird. 
Bluebonnet Texas State flower. 
“Friendship” Texas State motto. 
Pecan Texas State tree. 
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• Show children the letter ‘t.’ Ask: “Who knows what this letter is? Who knows how it sounds?” If there is a 
child with a name that begins with ‘t’ be sure to mention it.  

• Ask: “What do you know about Texas?”  
 
After the performance: 

• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part of the presentation. 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Generate words that begin with ‘t’ and use to tell a story.  
• Draw, paint, or otherwise make ‘t’ out of different kinds of materials.  

https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/letter-
t?sort=mostpopular&mediatype=photography&phrase=letter%20t 

• Read The Legend of the Bluebonnet or The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush by Tomie dePaola.  
 

 
 
 

Math:  
 

• Find number words that begin with ‘t’ (and the sound /t/ and illustrate with numbers and pictures. Ideas: 
two, ten, twelve, twenty. 

• Make triangles with different kinds of materials.  
 

 
 
 
 

Social Studies: 
 

• Find things in the neighborhood or school that begin with the /t/ sound.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Science:  
 

•  Find and draw/imitate things in nature that begin with /t/. Ideas: tree, tiger, turtle, tadpole, toe, 
tongue, tooth, etc. 
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Resources: 
Related Websites:  

State symbols: https://statesymbolsusa.org/states/united-states/texas 
 
Letter T: https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/teaching-technology-learning-letters-
tech/ 
https://www.pinterest.com/janamarie76/letter-t-activities/ 
 
 
Related SmartBoard and Interactive Activities 
http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=texas&subject=All+subjects&grade=Kindergarten&region=en_U

S 

http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=letter+t&subject=All+subjects&grade=Kindergarten&region=en
_US 
 

 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Twanda Smith was born and raised in Houston, Texas and has lived there for her entire life. She graduated from 
Texas College where she received a BS in Elementary Education with a minor in English and certified kindergarten 
endorsement. She also gained credit hours towards her masters in Reading and Literacy at Texas Southern 
University. Twanda earned a certificate in Montessori and is a certified Gifted and Talented teacher. After 16 years 
of teaching in a traditional classroom setting, Twanda taught Creative Drama  and specialized  her craft  for the last 
18 years by researching and studying how to use theatre effectively in the classroom. 
 
She is now a retired educator of 34 years and is dedicated to building character in kids through her company, 
Twanda's Theatre on Wheels. Her creative storytelling promotes the use of imagination which encourages children 
to be kind to others, truthful, and to always persevere. 
 
 


